The one hundredth anniversary of the British Museums Association, the association of museum curators, took place in 1989, and was designated Museums Year. Throughout the country museums mounted special exhibitions to publicise their role. As I am the current curator now is a good time to give a brief overview of the history of the anatomy museum at Queen's and to assess its role now and in the future. Until relatively recently the anatomy museum was part of the medical museum and therefore could be said to have originated when a museum room was formally established alongside the dissection room in 1835.1 This was associated with the formation of the Belfast Medical School in the Collegiate Department of the Belfast Academical Institution, which in 1831 had become the Royal Belfast Academical Institution. Anatomy and physiology had been taught previously in the Institution from 1819 when James Lawson Drummond was appointed to the chair.2 In 1849, after the retirement of James Drummond and the formation of Queen's College, within which the medical school formed a faculty, Hugh Carlile was appointed to the chair and with him came the entire contents, purchased for £500, of the medical museum of the Park Street School of Medicine in Dublin. This greatly increased the collection, commenced by Drummond, which was then temporarily housed in the general College museum located in the north wing of the original main building of Queen's College. In 1863 the first medical building was completed on the east side of the quadrangle of Queen's College, providing a new dissecting room with a lecture theatre attached (Fig 1) . Then in 1866 the second and larger section containing the museum room was completed, allowing the museum to move to this permanent home. There was still only a medical museum, part of which comprised the anatomical collection. In 1910 the museum roof, having been found to be in a dangerous condition, was supported by steel pillars. At the same time it was observed that the floor of the museum was a fire risk, being situated over the heating furnaces for the building.3 Between 1911-13 the floor of the museum was fireproofed and a new extension to the building to house the anatomy collection was added -the Bone Room with a small lecture theatre beneath, later used for biochemistry. This occurred during the curatorship of Professor Johnson Symington, which was the heyday for the museum. It also appears to have been the norm that the head of the anatomy department was
The Ulster Medical Society, 1990 On its current site from 1968-1985 the anatomy component of the medical museum along with a few stray pathological specimens was housed in two rooms, the main teaching museum being on the first floor with open access for medical and dental students. This room housed specimens which illustrated normal osteology, human development and wet specimens preserved in bottles. The comparative, anthropological and archaeological collections were housed in a small room on the seventh floor with access for staff and research students only. In 1986, with reorganisation of space within the anatomy department, this latter collection was moved down to rooms adjoining the main museum, but still with restricted access. Over the past two years the museum contents have been sorted and a catalogue is in process of being prepared to replace the one lost in the fire. The current collection is divided into three main sections: comparative anatomy, embryological anatomy and gross anatomy. Each section includes osteological material alongside specimens preserved in jars, and to varying degrees histological material. The embryological section is greatly enhanced by a large collection of microscope slides, mainly produced by the late Dr W R M Morton.
The Egyptian mummy and several of the other specimens mentioned previously are still within the collection. The museum was, and still is, used as a place for study, which is comfortable, quiet, and above all, warm at all times of the year. What is the future for the Anatomy Museum? Within the Medical Biology Centre, with restructuring of departments in the university and a shortage of accommodation locally, its continued existence appeared to be doubtful. However, over the next decade it has been secured as a study area for undergraduate students and has been enlarged to double the seating capacity for at least 100 students. Accommodation now is in three rooms. The first is an osteological room, in which students will be able to study the development of bone along with all the normal osteology that is still expected of medical students. Within this room one wall will house the portraits of the past professors and a semi-permanent display illustrating their work, and the study of anatomy in Belfast. The second room is dedicated to displaying X -rays with at least forty -eight square feet of illuminated screens: these displays will be semi -permanent, relating to the current teaching programme. The main museum room will house various specimens in jars and models, all displayed to greater advantage than was previously possible. There will be several special cases to display the unusual and more interesting specimens from the reserve collection. It is proposed that an interactive video/computer system will be housed within this museum room (after the video packages have been developed). This new system will allow students to study anatomical specimens recorded on video tape through a programme running on a computer.
The computer provides the options of either a tutorial study programme or a testing programme which will match the current teaching programme, both of which are tailored to each student, depending on his/her level of knowledge. The museum therefore will eventually be a place for private study, display of unique historical material, and will provide an interactive environment between students and the display material. In building towards this vision of the museum, the new catalogue is the first phase and is nearing completion. The second phase of restoration has already commenced with cleaning and restoration of the lifesized portrait of Peter Redfern (Fig 2) The Ulster Medical Joumal in each specimen. Renewal of the museum will take time due to the expense of conservation and restoration, and the shortage of skilled technicians and illustrators. It is fortunate that the Egyptian mummy (Fig 3) has survived the passage of years in excellent condition; it was recently examined with staff from the Ulster Museum conservation department.4 X-rays were carried out and the examination confirmed that the mummy was a female, 5 to 6 years old at the time of death. The full mummification rites had been performed using the oral route through the basilar portion of the occipital bone to remove the brain, and evisceration of the body cavity through an incision of the left flank. In summary, it is my intention that the anatomy museum will continue to be a place of private study for Queen's students. It will allow access to all specimens of interest, displayed to the best educational advantage. The atmosphere I hope will at the same time immerse the student in the history, not only of anatomy, but also of medicine at Queen's University.
